
The Gospel of Mark 
“The Kingdom is at Hand” 

Mark 10:17-31 

 

 

Let’s take a side track first before we get into this mornings passage 

Where are Jesus and the disciples? Where are they headed? Why? 

In your opinion, what were the disciples expecting when they arrived? 

What do you think the Jews were expecting? 

• Luke 18:31-33, 19:11 

Malachi had spoken about the Lord coming suddenly to the Temple 

Zechariah spoke fo God coming at last with His Holy angels 

Now, the Temple has been rebuilt, and Herod was even expanding it 

But many Jews believed since they were still in exile that God had not returned yet 

However, when he did, justice would be served and God would return to His glorious throne 

What they are missing is first that when jesus comes, both mercy and judgment come together 

And secondly, He will not come as expected 

Why is this important? Does this have ANYTHING to do with us or is this just 1
st
 century history? 

We all have expectations of God…of Messiah in our lives 

Does it match who He is? 

 

OK, let’s turn to our passage this morning 

We are literally just days, weeks from the entry into Jerusalem 

• Mark 10:17-31 

• Mark 10:17 

 

What do we know of this man? 

Matthew says he was young, Luke tells us he was a ruler, a man with political authority 

What is his question? What is wrong with his question? What do you think is behind his question? 

When we hear this, we think of heaven, that is not what they thought of 

More than just heaven…again, they believe God’s new sovereign rule is setting in 

A new age of God’s rule, with God’s Messiah as King 

God was going to make the whole world a new place 

When it happened, you wouldn’t want to be somewhere else in a disembodied state 

You would want to be here ruling with God, enjoying His rule 

Eternal life literally means = the life of the AGE to COME 

• Mark 10:32-37 

That’s what verse 29 is about 

• Mark 10:29-30 

God will store up all these treasures for the new age to come 

 

If you asked this same question to the Pharisees, what do you think their answer would have been? 

If you asked the Pharisees, they would first have given you their own interpretation of the law 

Second, they would have urged you to join their group 

Do you see, they are asking this same thing of Jesus…what is your view of the Jewish law 

And what sort of movement are You leading 

 

What is Jesus’ answer? Why? What is this business about being good 

Asked = equal to an equal 

Good = inherently good 

Calls Him Rabbi, not Son of David, Lord, etc. 

What commandments does Jesus give? Why? Which ones does He leave out? 

Starts the list with 6-9 (murder, adultery, theft, perjury), adds an extra one (defrauding) 

And then goes back to number 5 (honoring parents) 

He totally leaves out 1-4 (putting God first, no idols, not taking His name in vain, Sabbath) 

Uses defraud instead of coveting…perhaps because of his huge wealth (other side of the coin) 



And I think the command to honor is listed last and out of sequence for emphasis sake 

 

• Mark 10:20-22 

What is Jesus basic command? 

Notice, it isn’t for another list, another basic demand of his time and energy 

It is really to throw out the discussion on coveting and adultery 

It is a totally radical rethinking of putting God first 

THE AGE TO COME IS HERE 

 

Does Jesus ask this selling of possessions of everyone? Why here? 

• Luke 19:8-10 

Doesn’t ask Zach because that wasn’t apparently in the way 

It is about what is holding you back from living IN THE KINGDOM NOW 

 

What is this that Jesus is feeling? How could this happen so quickly? 

And because He loves him, He speaks honestly and directly to him 

 

• Mark 10:23-27 

This nonsense about the eye of e needle being a gate only came up the last 100 years 

This is extreme speak by Jesus, like cutting off your hand 

And the camel was the largest animal through the smallest hole He could drum up 

 

What is the one thing the man lacked? Since Jesus doesn’t say! 

 

• Mark 10:35-45 

 


